
  Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
Main Topic Let’s Explore 

This teaches children 
about the 
environments that 
they share with others, 
including their homes, 
school and places in 
the local community. 

Marvellous Machines 
This teaches children 
about the technology 
that is part of their 
daily lives and how 
machines help us. It 
gives children the 
opportunity to build 
and create marvellous 
machines. 

Starry Night 
This explores differences in 
the world at night 
compared to the day. It 
teaches children about the 
importance of a good 
night’s sleep, and helps 
them to discover what is 
happening in the world 
while they are sleeping, 
including finding out about 
nocturnal animals. 

Ready, Steady, Grow 
This teaches children 
about food and farming 
and explores themes, 
including where food 
comes from, what plants 
and animals need to 
grow and survive and 
what constitutes a 
healthy lifestyle. 

Animal Safari 
This teaches children 
about the animals 
that live around the 
world, how to look 
after animals and the 
importance of caring 
for our local and 
global environments. 

On the Beach 
This teaches children 
about the plants and 
animals that live at 
the seaside. It also 
explores holidays in 
the past and the 
importance of 
keeping safe in the 
Sun. 

Maths Number; Numerical patterns 
Physical 
Development 

Gross motor skills; Fine motor skills 

PSED Self-regulation; Managing self; Building relationships 

Understanding of 
the World 

Past and present; 
People culture and 
communities; The 
natural world 

Past and present; The 
natural world 

People culture and 
communities; The 
natural world 

Past and Present; 
People, culture and 
communities; The 
natural world 

Past and present; 
People culture and 
communities; The 
natural world 

Past and present; 
People culture and 
communities; The 
natural world 

Expressive Arts 
and Design 

Creating with materials; Being imaginative and expressive 

Communication, 
Language and 
Literacy  

Listening, attention and understanding; Speaking 
Comprehension; Word reading; Writing 

Complimentary 
Topic 

Build it up 
This teaches children 
about structures and 
materials and gives 
them the opportunity 
to work in groups to 
create collaborative 
structures. 

Sparkle and Shine 
This teaches children 
about the celebrations 
that take place during 
the autumn and winter 
seasons, and focuses 
on the significance and 
symbolism of light at 
this time of year. 

Long Ago 
This teaches children 
about how they have 
grown and changed 
since they were babies 
and how life in the past 
was different from 
today. 

Signs of Spring 
This teaches children 
about the changes that 
happen during the 
spring, including 
weather and the 
festivals that are 
celebrated at this time 
of year. 

Creep, Crawl and 
Wriggle 

This teaches children 
about invertebrates 
that live in their 
gardens and local 
environment. 

Moving On 
This celebrates the 
successes of 
Reception year. It 
explores how 
children have grown 
and changed and 
supports them with 
the changes as they 
move into Year 1. 

Talk for Writing 
Text 

The Little Red Hen Mrs Armitage on 
Wheels 

Whatever Next The Enormous Turnip Where the Wild 
Things Are 

The Magic Porridge 
Pot 



 


