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Art and Design at The
Griffin Primary School

At The Griffin Primary School, Art and Design is
taught through the Cornerstones Sequenced
Curriculum, which fully covers the content and
expectations of the National Curriculum for Art
and Design. The national curriculum’s
programmes of study (PoS), including its aims
and purpose, have been used to create a high-
quality, carefully structured progression
framework that runs from Nursery to Year 6.
Because the national curriculum does not link
the programmes of study to specific year
groups, Cornerstones breaks these larger
requirements into clear concepts/aspects, core
knowledge, and progressive skills. These are
sequenced coherently to ensure children build
a deep body of artistic understanding over
time. The progression framework underpins all
Art and Design content delivered through
Maestro and forms the backbone of our whole-
school approach.

Our Sequenced Curriculum (Using
Cornerstones)

A Year-on-Year Sequenced Journey

Each year group begins the autumn term with an Essential Skills and Knowledge
project. These projects explicitly reteach and extend key Art and Design concepts
so that children have the foundational knowledge they need to undertake more
thematic, exploratory projects later in the year. This ensures a consistent and
secure progression, regardless of children’s starting points.

Essential Skills and Knowledge Projects
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A Year-on-Year Sequenced
Journey

In the EYFS at The Griffin Primary School,
children begin their artistic journey through
exploration, curiosity and early skill
development. They investigate colour, texture,
materials and simple tools, laying the
groundwork for more structured artistic
learning in Year 1.

Early Years Foundation Stage (Nursery &
Reception)

Key Stage 1

In Year 1, children focus on themes that relate directly to themselves and their
immediate world. Projects include exploring:

Facial features and self-representation
The surrounding natural world
The local community

The autumn term project, Mixing Colours, introduces children to the colour wheel,
primary and secondary colours, and early techniques for applying paint, drawing
and printing. These core skills prepare them for the more thematic work taught
throughout the rest of the year.

Year 1

In Year 2, children’s artistic horizons broaden as they revisit and deepen their
understanding of colour, form and technique. The autumn term project, Exploring
Colours, builds on prior knowledge and enables children to handle a wider range of
hues and experiment with more refined colour mixing.
Throughout Year 2, children encounter:

A broader range of artists and artistic movements
New artistic techniques and materials
Increased opportunities to reflect on, compare and evaluate artwork

This year provides an essential bridge between early artistic exploration and the
more technically demanding work taught in Key Stage 2.

Year 2



A Year-on-Year Sequenced
Journey

As children move into Lower Key Stage 2, they
expand their experience of art forms, artists
and genres. The curriculum introduces more
specialised skills in:

Drawing
Painting
Printmaking
Sculpture
Textiles

Children also explore art from specific and
diverse historical periods and cultures. Projects
include:

Prehistoric pottery
Roman mosaics
Medieval weaving
Islamic art

These experiences deepen children’s cultural
understanding and contextualise their artistic
practice through historical and global lenses.

Lower Key Stage 2 (Years 3 and 4)

Image of artwork here



At The Griffin Primary School, our Art and Design curriculum enables children to become:

✔ Curious, reflective and imaginative thinkers
 ✔ Confident users of a wide range of artistic tools and techniques

 ✔ Knowledgeable about cultural, historical and contemporary art forms
 ✔ Able to critique their own and others’ work meaningfully

 ✔ Ready for the rich, expressive and conceptual work of Upper Key Stage 2

By following the Cornerstones Sequenced Curriculum, we ensure every child benefits from a well-structured,
progressive, and inspiring artistic journey from Nursery to Year 6.

Our Commitment



Colour knowledge & mixing

Explores colour through play;
notices changes when colours

mix

Nursery

N

Autumn project: Mixing Colours
– formally learns the colour

wheel; mixes primary &
secondary colours. 

Year 1

1

Year 3: Colour Theory – builds on
KS1 by studying tertiary,

analogous and complementary
colours. Year 4: Warm & Cool

Colours – further complexity in
colour palette and temperature. 

LKS2

LKS2

R 2

Begins intentional mixing of
primary colours.

Reception
Autumn project: Exploring

Colours – revisits and expands
colour mixing, exploring hue,
shade and a broader palette. 

Year 2



Drawing

Early mark-making; exploring
lines and shapes.

Nursery

N

Draws facial features, plants,
and community objects with

increasing detail.

Year 1

1

Year 3: Draws a wider range of
forms; studies prehistoric art

and Roman mosaics, increasing
complexity. Year 4: Develops

specialised drawing skills with
references to ancient and

Islamic art. 

LKS2

LKS2

R 2

More control; begins
representing people/objects

with clearer shapes.

Reception
More intricate drawing; adds
texture, pattern and greater

accuracy.

Year 2



Painting

Experiments with different tools
and textures (fingers, brushes).

Nursery

N

Paints using mixed secondary
colours; begins to add detail.

Year 1

1

Year 3: Applies more complex
painting techniques linked to
new genres. Year 4: Develops

specialised painting approaches
building on colour and historical

influences. 

LKS2

LKS2

R 2

Paints with more control;
chooses appropriate brush sizes.

Reception
Paints expressively using

learned hues and varied brush
techniques.

Year 2



Print Making

Pressing shapes into paint and
making simple repeated

patterns (exploratory).

Nursery

N

Early block printing or nature-
print techniques.

Year 1

1

Y3: Builds into more complex
printmaking aligned with

historical art forms. Y4:
Techniques become more

refined and layered. 

LKS2

LKS2

R 2

Simple printing using objects
and natural forms.

Reception
More precise and repeated

printmaking patterns;
introduction to multi-step

printing.

Year 2



Sculpture

Explores shape and form with
malleable materials (clay,

dough).

Nursery

N

Simple clay and construction
projects (spread out to reduce

resource strain). 

Year 1

1

Y3: Studies prehistoric pottery,
expands 3D skills. Y4: Explores
medieval weaving and Islamic

art forms, adding cultural depth. 

LKS2

LKS2

R 2

Constructs simple 3D forms;
joins materials.

Reception
More refined shaping, joining

and texturing techniques.

Year 2



Textiles / Collage

Tears, sticks, layers; explores
fabric textures.

Nursery

N

Simple collage to represent
people or nature.

Year 1

1

Y3: Textiles become more
complex linked to historical

styles. Y4: Specialised weaving
techniques from medieval

cultures. 

LKS2

LKS2

R 2

Uses tools to cut/shape
materials; makes simple

patterns.

Reception
More complex fabric and paper

techniques; simple stitching/
layering.

Year 2



Knowledge of artists &
movements

Encounters colour/shape-
focused artists (Matisse,

Kandinsky).

Nursery

N

Studies artists linked to self,
community and nature. (Monet,

Hanson) 

Year 1

1

Y3: Begins studying specific
periods (prehistoric, Roman).

Y4: Looks at ancient cultures and
Islamic art. 

LKS2

LKS2

R 2

Short, simple studies of portrait
or pattern artists. (Hockney,

Kusama)

Reception
Learns about wider art

movements and more diverse
artists.(Botero, O’Keefe)

Year 2



Creativity & planning

Free exploration; spontaneous
creations.

Nursery

N

Plans simple artwork with
support.

Year 1

1

Y3–4: Develops independent
artistic planning; works with

more sophisticated genres and
intentions.

LKS2

LKS2

R 2

Makes simple choices about
materials.

Reception
Plans ideas more independently

and refines work after
discussion.

Year 2



Talking about art /
vocabulary

Begins naming colours and
shapes.

Nursery

N

Uses artistic vocabulary like
primary, secondary, pattern.

Year 1

1

Y3–4: Uses terminology linked
to colour theory and historically

informed techniques.

LKS2

LKS2

R 2

Describes choices using simple
vocabulary.

Reception
Expands vocabulary: hue, shade,

texture, contrast.

Year 2

colour, shape, line
paint, brush, pen, pencil, crayon
cut, stick, glue, tear
smooth, rough, bumpy
big, small, long, short
roll, press, squeeze, pinch
mix, splash, dab

primary colours (red, yellow, blue)
light, dark
pattern, texture
draw, paint, make, build
materials, tools
join, attach, fold, twist, bend
portrait, face, features
background, foreground
clay, plasticine

primary / secondary colours
mix, tint, shade (simple)
line, shape, form
portrait, landscape
collage, printing
sculpture, model
texture (soft, hard, smooth, rough)
natural, man-made
artist, artwork

colour wheel
hue
tones
warm colours / cool colours
sketch, outline, detail
brushstroke
printmaking, rubbings, relief
weaving, textiles, fabric, fibre
artist names (e.g., Monet, Warhol, Matisse –
depending on scheme)
abstract, realistic
pattern, repeat
mosaic (introduced in KS2 but conceptually
can appear here)

colour theory
tertiary colours
complementary colours
analogous colours
warm colours
cool colours
tint
tone
shade
hue
brushstroke
contour lines
proportion

scale
composition
foreground
middleground
background
perspective
printmaking
monoprint
collagraph
relief print
pattern
motif
form

structure
carving
modelling
sculpting
prehistoric pottery
coil pot
weaving
loom
warp
weft
fibre
textiles
stitching
genre

Roman mosaics
tesserae
medieval
weaving
Islamic art
geometric design
influence
culture
tradition
texture
line
shape
detail
artist
artwork



Feedback & evaluation

Responds to adults’
commentary.

Nursery

N

Participates in guided feedback
(gallery walks, modelling).

Year 1

1

Y3–4: Evaluates work against
genre conventions and historical

influences; more sophisticate

LKS2

LKS2

R 2

Shares what they like about
their work.

Reception
Uses self/peer critique with

prompts.

Year 2


